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May 1, 2022 
 
Dear Member of Congress, 
 
Child Care Aware® of America (CCAoA) writes in strong support of the child care and early learning 
provisions being considered in the current budget reconciliation package. For too many families child 
care is an unaffordable expense, and for too many child care educators wages are insufficient to remain 
out of poverty.  
 
The child care system continues to face serious challenges as communities continue to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Program closures persist, in part because it remains difficult to recruit and retain 
workers. Parents are struggling to afford child care and return to the workforce. In February 2022, 
women were still short over 1.4 million net jobs compared to February 2020—meaning women account 
for 68.5 percent of the net job loss since February 2020.1 Although the pandemic shone a spotlight on 
both the dire state of child care in our country and how vital it is to our economy; the child care industry 
was already in crisis. When COVID-19 was layered onto the already fragile child care system, it 
shattered. It is long past time for us to take action and invest the necessary resources in child care and 
early learning. CCAoA is calling on Congress to do so urgently. 
 
CCAoA is a national membership-based nonprofit organization working to advance a high-quality, 
affordable child care system that supports children’s growth, development, and early education. 
Founded in 1987, we advocate for child care policies that improve the lives of children and families, lead 
research that advances the child care and early learning field, leverage technology to help families make 
informed decisions about child care and provide professional development for child care providers. We 
work with a national network of more than 400 child care resource and referral (CCR&Rs) agencies and 
other partners to ensure that all families have access to quality, affordable child care.  
 
In February 2022, CCAoA released our latest research report, Demanding Change: Repairing our Child 
Care System, which includes information about the supply, demand, and affordability challenges the 
child care system faces. We know from our research, that for many families, child care costs consume a 
large portion of their income. In 2020, the national annual average price of child care was $9,800 to 
$10,200.2 When compared to the national median income for married couples with children under 18, it 
would take more than 10% of household income to cover the child care price for one child. For a single 
parent, the average price of child care would be 35% of household income. In three out of four regions 
of the U.S., the annual price of center-based child care for an infant exceeds the cost of housing. In all 
four regions, the annual price of child care exceeds the annual cost of instate tuition at a public -four-
year university. The high cost of child care has long been a barrier for work for millions of families, 
resulting in $57 billion- of lost earnings, productivity, and revenue for the U.S. economy.3 
 
In addition to how unaffordable child care is, it is also inaccessible. As Demanding Change explains, 
CCAoA’s annual survey results showed that nearly 16,000 child care providers, including 8,900 child 
care centers and 7,000 licensed family child care programs, permanently closed from December 2019 
to March 2021, in the 37 states for which data was available.4 As a result, far too many families still do 



 

 

not have access to high-quality -child care. Almost half of parents with children under age six searched 
for care in the past two years and two--thirds of this group enrolled their child in a new program. When 
they have difficulty finding such providers, they cite cost as the primary reason, followed by lack of slots 
and then location. 
 
Additionally, child care professionals continue to leave the field and they may not return. Without 
adequate staffing, child care programs cannot accommodate the number of children that they 
previously could. Years of low wages and lack of benefits, followed by layoffs due to COVID-19, have 
resulted in severe staffing shortages for child care programs. In May 2021, child care professionals in a 
center were earning an average of $12.40 or $25,790 annually.5 
 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act funds are currently flowing to states to provide relief to providers and 
families. States are using these funds to expand eligibility for state subsidy programs, make changes to 
the ways it reimburses providers, and support the child care workforce through increased 
compensation, trainings, and technical assistance.6 While this funding has helped the child care industry 
stay afloat, short-term relief will not solve our nation’s ongoing and long-standing child care crisis. 
 
If historic child care and early learning investments are passed through the budget reconciliation 
package, it will dramatically expand access to affordable child care for nearly every family with young 
children, immediately transforming our field. This federal investment is critical to our nation’s 
economic success, ensuring that child care programs survive in the long term and parents can return to 
work. Families and child care providers in this country have been ready for this investment and need 
Congress to act without delay. Families cannot wait any longer for this critical support. Child Care 
Aware® of America urges you to support and vote for a budget reconciliation package that includes 
permanent investments for child care and early learning. 
 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Lynette M. Fraga, Ph.D.  
Chief Executive Officer 
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